Opposing effects of Wnt and MAPK on BMP/Smad signal duration.
Signaling downstream of BMP receptors relies on activated nuclear Smad proteins. Recent studies, one of which is published in the November 30 issue of Cell, shed light on a mechanism that balances inputs from both activated MAPK and Wnt pathways to regulate the proteasomal degradation of Smad1 and thus modulate the extent of BMP signaling.